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Bonded UVR polyester: The industry standard with high strength, controlled 
stretch, stability in sunlight, and resistance to needle heat, abrasion, salt-
water and mildew. Seldom frays at the needle eye. Bonded finish increases 
consistency and reduces machine tension adjustments. 

Nylon #69 Bonded: Designed for medium to heavy upholstery fabric, plas-
tic, tarpaulin, and leather. High tensile strength and abrasion resistance. Not 
recommended for outdoor use. 

Fabric Home Machine Needle Size & Thread Industrial Machine Needle Size & Thread
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Bag/Flag Nylon Sharp #14  #14 

Bag Mesh Sharp #16  #16 

Boat Blanket Sharp #18   #20  

Boat Top Sharp #18   #20  

Carpet Headliner Sharp #20  #20 

Channeling Fabric Sharp #18   #18  

Cotton Duck Sharp #20  #20 

Cushion Underlining Sharp #18   #18  

Dacron (3.9 oz) Sharp #16   #16  

Dacron (5-9 oz.) S,DI,SD1 #16, 18   #18-22  

Dry Leather DI N/A #18-23 

Firesist Sharp #18   #20   

Headliner Sharp #18   #20  

Marine Topping Sharp #18   #20  

Mosquito Netting Ball #14  #14 

Naugahyde Sharp #18   #20  

Nauga Soft Sharp #18   #18  

Odyssey III / Soft Touch Sharp #18   #18  

Phifertex & Plus Sharp #18   #20  

Plastipane Clear Vinyl Sharp #16  #18 

Polyester Mesh Sharp #14  #14 

Sea Mark™ Sharp #18   #18  

Shelter-Rite Sharp #18   #20   

Spinnaker Cloth (.5-.75 oz.) Sharp #12  #12 

Spinnaker Cloth (≥ 1.5 oz.) Sharp #16  #16 

Spradling Vinyl Sharp #18   #20  

Stamoid® Sharp #18   #20  

Strataglass, Window Material Sharp #18   #20  

Sunbrella® Marine Grade Sharp #18   #20   

Sunbrella® Awning Stripes Sharp #18   #20   

Sunbrella® Furniture Fabric Sharp #16   #16  

Sunbrella® Shadow Sharp #14  #14 

Sunbrella® Sheer Sharp #14  #14 

Sunbrella® View Sharp #18   #20  

Sunbrella® Yachting Sharp #16   #16  

SurLast™ Sharp #18   #18  

Tramp Mesh S, DI #20  #20   

Top Gun Sharp #18   #20   

Ultraleather™ Ball #18   #18  

Ultrasuede® Ball #18   #18  

Weblon Sharp #16   #18  

Ball = Ballpoint     DI = Diamond Point     S = Sharp
*�Use a #14 or #16 needle with Tenara thread or a #19 or #20 with Heavy Tenara thread.

Tenara: Proven to be unaffected by exposure to UV radiation, cleaning 
agents, pollution, saltwater, air, rain and snow. Worth the extra expense if 
working in warmer climates or leaving canvas projects outside year round. 
Sailrite recommends using a #14 or #16 needle with regular Tenara thread or 
a #19 or #20 with Heavy Tenara thread.

Monofilament: Used primarily in upholstery work. Very strong and sews 
“well” (easy to set upper thread tension and tension remains consistent). 
Clear to blend in with fabric.

Thread & Needle Recommendations


