Rectangular Sail Cover Instructions

Sail covers should be made of afabric which
"breathes" in order to prevent condensation. It
should also, needless to say, be quite resistant to
sunlight, stretch, and abrasion. Both polyester
and acrylicfabricsfulfill theserequirements, but
certainly the best sail covers are made of the
latter. The acrylics (the best know is" Sunbrella")
are more colorfast and tend to drape a bit better
than the polyesters. The only drawback to the
acrylicsistheir tendency to abrade but this can be
overcome by adding additional fabric or patches
of leather at critical spots.

There are only afew materials, other than
fabric, necessary for rectangular sail covers:
thread, acrylic binding tape and fasteners. The
thread should be V-69 polyester.

Machine stitching in boom sail coversis
primarily straight. Make the stitches aslong as
possible. Some cover fabricstend to “ needle
pucker” so the fewer times your needle pen-
etrates the cloth the better the seam will look.

L eather can be used for chafe protection
wherever necessary. Itisalsoameansby which
handwork can be attractively covered.

There are several fasteners used for boom
sail covers. My favorites are “twist-lock fasten-
ers’ (also called “ common sense fasteners’ and
sometimes “ carriage fasteners’) and two sided

plastic sail cover hooks. Y our kit will include the
twist lock fasteners with buttons to give amore
finished look unlessyou specified otherwise.

Construction Procedures

Begin by draping the fabric that camewith
your kit over your sail furled on the boom just as
you normally furl it.

Mark the lower portion of the cover fabric
at the front and back ends to indicate how much
material can be trimmed away. Allow for avery
loose fit—these covers are intended to "drape”
the boom rather than "hug" it.

Join the marks you just made with a straight
line and trim away the excess cloth. But do allow
an extral 1/2" below your linesfor a double hem
all aong the bottom of the cover.

Fold each edge over 1/2" (to the "inside")
and then fold them againto a 1" hem width. Sew
these folded edges in place with two rows of
straight stitches. See Figure 6.

If you want your cover to extend forward
around the mast, cut adlit along the center of the
material at itsforward end from 9 to 12 inches
long (about 3 inches more than half the circum-
ference of the mast). This dlit should be bound
with the acrylic biasbinding tapeincluded in your
kit.
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Now fit the cover over your furled sail again
and mark the aft most point for itslength. Allow
1 1/2", once again, for ahem and trim away the
excess material. Hem the aft edge just asyou did
the lower hems.

The cover should now be placed over the
furled sail again and the fastening systemin-
stalled. Follow instructions"A" if you havea
standard kit with twist-lock or common sense
fasteners. If you have chosen the optional sail
cover hooks, then follow "B".

A. lliketoinstall twist-lock fastenersso
that the cloth laps over itself rather than
mating inside surfaceto inside surface. See
Figure 9. The lapped closure puts stress on
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the fastenersin sheer, and it meansthat the
finished side of the fastener will be on the
outside of the cover.

The only tool required is a small knife.
Fasteners are placed from 20 to 38 inches
apart between the cornersto assure that the
windwill notlift anedgeand causeittoflap.
Press the fastener socket into the cloth
where it is to be placed so that its four
prongsleavesdlight indentations. (It hel psto
place the fabric on a phone directory or
some fairly yielding surface.) Make small
dlitsinthecloth with the point of your knife
over theseindentations. With syntheticcloth
itisagoodideato heat theknifebladebefore
making the dlits so that they will be well
sealed. Insert the prongs of the socket
through these dlitsand place an appropriate
backing plate inside them on the other side
of thecloth. Thenbend theprongsover onto
the backing plate with apair of pliers. The
holewhich must be cut in order toinsert the
stud into the socket can be made with the
same knife or scissors or with ahotknifeto
seal synthetic fabric. See Figure 10. Our
new button cloth-to-cloth installation does



not use the stud shown in Figure 10. A flat Figure 11
based two screw studisusedinstead. Rivets
areinstalledwithasnapfastenerinstallation ,
tool to giveamorefinished appearanceand

reduce chafe. See Figure 10A. ,
B. Sail Cover Hooksareinstalled sothat S ) Sk
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they arenot visible once connected (Figure Backing Cut hole to
11). Both pieces are sewn on the inside of S :
the long edges under the boom using a Stud
zigzag stitchdirectly throughthethinplastic ‘
lip of the hook. The hook should be sewn ot
withtheleadingedgeflushtothefabric. The

|eading edgeof theeyeshould beroughly 1/

4 of an inch from the edge of the fabric.

Hooks should be placed, as shown on the

beginning illustration, from 20 to 38 inches
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apart to a$urethat thewind will not lift an Figure 10A Clothoto-Cloth
edge and cause it to flap. (with Buttons)
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Instructions for covering winches placed on eyelet
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the mast in the way of the cover are included
here. In some cases your kit may have enough
fabric to allow for them but you may need to
order additional fabric. Winches can be handled
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in two ways: Y ou can merely allow enough extra puttons B stoms
cloth when trimming to cover them “tent” fash- Standard

ion. A neater appearance, however, will result if connection ) stud
aholeiscut in the cover to alow the winch to ;,
protrude and a special winch cover is made up @ Button
(Figure 17). To fashion this cover, cut from scrap hoe

cloth arectangle equal in width to the height of

the winch plus two inches and equal in length to

the circumference of the holewhich wascut in Figure 11

the cover plusfour inches (to allow for closing
the barrel and attaching it to the cover).

Form abarrel with thisrectangle by folding
itin half acrossitslength and sewing acrossthe
two narrow ends with arow of straight stitches
1/2-inch inside the edges. Cut out acircular piece
of cloth one-inch in diameter greater than the
diameter of the barrel just formed. | like to cut
thiscircle out roughly and oversized. Then | pin
it in place 1/2-inch inside one end of the barrel. It
can then be sewn with aline of straight stitches




directly over the row

of pins. Any extracloth
inthecircle canthen be
cut away.

Now turn the
resulting winch pocket
right side out and
insert it in the cover
hole. Pinit in place so
that its bottom edgeis
flush with the opening
inthe cover. Runaline
of stitchesal around
thisopening 1/2-inch
inside the two edges.

To prevent any of
the raw edges from
raveling, you may want
to overcast them with
ashort zigzag stitch.
Or you may even go so
far astoinstall binding
tape over them.

Therectangular
sail cover isnow
complete. If you
encounter any prob-
lemsor have any
suggestions, please let
me know.

Figure 17

@ (Cut cloth piece)
O u
ircumference of

circle plus 4"

v

Hefght—ef—Winch
plus 2"

Fold in half and
Insert boot into hole sew the "width's"

and sew 1/2" seam ends
1/2"
Seam
C ut circular

l piece 1" greater
— in diameter than
T the hole cut in
the cover
1/2"
All rightsreserved. -
It may be 5 é Sew circular piece
A to barrel end

slit the cover in order to
fit a small winch boot
neatly.

1/2"
Seam

(The winch best-wrong-side out)

} Phone (260) 693-2242
Fax (260) 693-2246
email: sailrite@sailrite.com
www.sailrite.com

Self-Reliance Under Sail




