
Finished Size: 13"W x 3"D x 16"H 

1. There is enough material in your kit to make two tote bags. 
First, use a carpenter’s square or ruler to square up the 
edges to create an exact 36 x 46-inch rectangle. Trim the 
excess fabric with scissors or a hotknife, if available. Fold 
the panel in half parallel to the 46-inch length and mark the 
centerline with a soapstone pencil or marking chalk. 

2. Cut down the marked line using scissors or a hotknife, 
creating two 18 x 46-inch panels. Set one panel aside for 
later for the second tote bag.

3. Measure 10 inches in from the narrow end and strike a 
line. Cut along this line with scissors or a hotknife. This 
separates the fabric for your pockets from the tote body 
panel. Your tote body will be 18 x 36 inches.

4. From the 10-inch panel, strike a line down the middle 
dividing the panel in half and cut. These are your two 9 x 
10-inch pockets. Set them aside for later.
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Carry-All Tote Bag Kit 2

5. Refer to the drawing for this step. Starting at one corner, 
measure 4-1/2 inches in from the long edge and 3 inches 
down from the short edge; place a mark at this location. 
Repeat for all four corners. Strike a line between the 3-inch 
marks on both ends indicating future pocket placement. 
Next, place marks 2 inches from the short edges as shown 
in the drawing. The 2-inch marks indicate where to stop 
sewing the webbing at the top of each tote side.

6. Fold the tote body in half with the top (short) edges 
together. Crease the folded center and mark 4-1/2 inches 
in from each side along the folded center for the webbing 
strap placement. This creased center fold line is the 
bottom of your bag.

7. Now it’s time to bind the raw edges along the top of each 
pocket and the tote body top edges. Cut your binding in 
half to make sure you have enough for both bags. Apply 
basting tape to both sides of the 9-inch pocket top edge. 
Carefully align the pocket top with the binding, making 
sure to sandwich the pocket top edge evenly so it’s 
centered on the binding.

8. Repeat this process for the second pocket and both tote 
body top edges; be careful not to waste binding. Set the 
stitch length as long as possible to help reduce stitch 
puckering. Sew and trim off the excess binding; make 
sure to reverse stitch at the beginning and end of each 
fabric piece to lock the stitches in place.
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9. Next, use the basting tape to create a folded hem along 
the bottom of the pocket. Press the 1/4-inch basting tape 
firmly with a ruler for a strong hold. Peel away the transfer 
paper from the basting tape, revealing the glue, and fold 
the bottom edge up approximately 1/2 inch. Crease well 
and then apply another strip of basting tape on top of the 
folded edge. Apply basting tape along the sides of the 
pocket as well, and then baste the pocket to the bag using 
the 3-inch chalk line from step 5 as a placement guideline 
for the top of the pocket. Repeat for the second pocket. 

10. Sew a row of straight stitches along the pocket bottoms 
approximately 1/8 inch from the hemmed edges, reversing 
at the beginning and end. Do not sew the pocket sides.

11. Cut the length of the webbing strap in half with a hotknife 
to seal the edges and prevent raveling. If you don’t have a 
hotknife, you can use scissors and seal the raw edges with 
a lighter; set one half aside for the second tote bag. Fold 
one length of the webbing strap in half and mark the center 
with marking chalk.

12. Match the chalked centerline on the webbing strap with 
the creased center fold line at one of the 4-1/2-inch marks 
made in step 6. The ends of the webbing strap should 
meet at the other 4-1/2-inch mark at the creased center, 
creating a large loop around the bag. Overlap the webbing 
ends by 1 inch on each side of the center mark.

9

10

11

12



Carry-All Tote Bag Kit 4

13. Make sure there are no twists in the webbing before 
applying two rows of basting tape and basting the webbing 
to the tote body. Transfer the 2-inch marks from the tote 
body to the webbing so you know where to stop sewing on 
the webbing strap.

14. Check your bobbin to make sure you have enough thread. 
Sew the webbing straps in place with a double row of 
straight stitches 1/8 inch from each edge of the webbing 
straps, reversing at the beginning and end of your sewing. 
When you reach the 2-inch marks above each pocket, turn 
the assembly and sew a few forward and reverse stitches 
at the mark to reinforce and add strength to the straps.

15. Tuck the handles inside the pockets to keep them out 
of the way. Apply basting tape to one half of each of the 
tote’s 36-inch sides from the top to the centerline. Reveal 
the glue on both sides and then carefully fold the tote in 
half with right sides together, matching up the edges and 
pressing down firmly.

16. Sew a double row of straight stitches approximately 
1/2 inch and 1/4 inch from the edge on each tote side, 
reversing at the beginning and end. If you have a zigzag 
stitch sewing machine, zigzag stitch the raw edges of 
the tote sides together to help prevent raveling, again 
reversing to lock the stitches in place. If your sewing 
machine doesn’t have a zigzag stitch, very carefully run a 
lighter along the raw edges to seal the fabric if you did not 
use a hotknife to cut the fabric in earlier steps.
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17. With the bag still inside out, stand the bag up and push 
out the bottom corners. Flatten the bag bottom and 
measure 3 inches across the corner and draw a line, 
creating a 3-inch triangle at each bag corner. 

18. Push the bag’s side seam to one side and sew double 
rows of straight stitches, one directly on the marked 
line and one 1/16 inch inside the line, reversing at the 
beginning and end. Trim away the corners and zigzag 
across the raw edges to keep them from raveling, 
reversing at the beginning and end. If you don’t have a 
zigzag-capable machine carefully seal the edges with a 
hotknife or lighter. Repeat for the second corner.

19. Turn the tote right side out. Repeat the instructions to 
create the second tote bag.
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