
Foredeck Bag Kit 
#111F2, #111F3, #111F4, #111F5, #111F6 

#111F2P, #111F3P, #111F4P, #111F5P, #111F6P

Relieve inner space storage problems with this 
Foredeck Sail Bag. Store a jib or genoa right on the 
foredeck with this easy to use, attractive canvas 
bag. Featuring a durable Sunbrella® canvas body and 
a zipper along the front edge for complete protection, this 
foredeck bag can stand up to the elements. Offering a secure 
attachment to the forestay wire and a loop for halyard attachment, 
this bag stays securely off deck. Sailrite’s Foredeck Bag Kits come 
pre-patterned and are easy to build in only about two hours. There are 
five different kit sizes, fitting headsails for boats from 20 to 65 feet.  
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M AT E R I A L S  L I S T:

K I T # 111 F 2
# 111 F 2 P

# 111 F 3
# 111 F 3 P

# 111 F 4
# 111 F 4 P

# 111 F 5
# 111 F 5 P

# 111 F 6
# 111 F 6 P

46" Sunbrella Fabric 2 YD 3 YD 3 YD 4 YD 5 YD

4 oz. V-92 White Polyester Thread 1 1 1 1 1

4" White 8 oz. Dacron® Tape 1 FT 1 FT 1 FT 1 FT 1 FT

3" White 8 oz. Dacron Tape 5 FT 6 FT 6 FT 7 FT 7 FT

YKK® Zipper #10 White 24" Double Locking Plastic 1 --- --- --- ---

YKK Zipper #10 White 36" Double Locking Plastic --- 1 --- --- ---

YKK Zipper #10 White 48" Double Locking Plastic --- --- 1 1 ---

YKK Zipper #10 White 54" Double Locking Plastic --- --- --- --- 1

1" Tubular Poly Webbing 1 FT 1 FT 1 FT 1 FT 1 FT

3/8" Basting Tape for Canvas 1 1 1 1 1

Sailrite® Logo 1 1 1 1 1

Foredeck Bag Kit Instructions 1 1 1 1 1
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Foredeck Bag Kit Instructions
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Instructions Title 22 Foredeck Bag Kit Instructions

 1. Cut Out the Pattern
1.1 Cut the Pattern From Sunbrella®

 1. Triangle pattern lines will not be complete. Extend these lines out to their logical ends until they taper to nothing at each corner.

 2.  Cut out the pre-patterned shapes on the Sunbrella fabric using a hotknife (soldering gun or wood burning tool) to seal the edges and 
prevent fraying. If a hotknife is not available, cut out the pattern with scissors and pass a lighter over the raw edges of the cloth to seal them.

 3. The circle pattern is the bottom of the bag and the body of the bag is a rectangle with a triangle cut out of it.

 2. Attach the Dacron® Patches
2.1 Center the Patch

 1. Using the 4-inch Dacron, cut two 4-inch by 4-inch squares.

 2.  Adhere basting tape to three sides of each square. Reveal the glue and center one square on either side of the fabric at the point of the 
triangle. Arrange the square so just a bit of white hangs over the Sunbrella (A).

 3.  Sewing both squares at the same time, sew a row of straight or zigzag stitches along the three straight edges, reversing at the beginning 
and end to lock the stitches in place (B).

 4.  Trace a 3-inch line from the point of the triangle to the opposite seam. Sew a row of stitches on either side of this marked line, making sure  
not to sew over the line. Then sew a row of stitches along the remaining edge, following the shape of the Sunbrella and reversing at the 
beginning and end to lock the stitches in place (C).

 5.  Along the edge of the Sunbrella, trim off the excess Dacron. Cut along the traced line, up to the 3-inch mark, to create a slit (D). This 
reinforcement patch is where the stay will rest on the foredeck bag.
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2.2 Side Patches

 1. Cut two 7-1/2-inch-long strips from the 3-inch-wide Dacron.

 2. Take one strip and fold it in half lengthwise (E).

 3.  Place this strip on one of the angular corners of the fabric so the fabric is in the fold of the Dacron and the tape hangs a bit off the end. Sew 
a row of straight or zigzag stitches down the fold side approximately 1/8 inch from the edge of the Dacron, reversing at the beginning and 
end. Repeat with a second line of stitches down the opposite edge to secure (F).

 4. Repeat this process with the other Dacron strip on the opposite side of the bag fabric (G).

 5. Trim off any excess Dacron so it is flush with the Sunbrella (H).
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Instructions Title 24 Foredeck Bag Kit Instructions

3. Adding the Sailrite® Logo
Attaching the logo now helps distinguish the OUT side of the bag. It can be added at the end, if you prefer.

A

OUT

3.1 Attach the Sailrite Logo Patch

 1. Smooth the adhesive-backed Sailrite logo in place on the outside of the bag.

 2. Run a row of stitches around the logo approximately 1/8 inch from the logo’s edge to secure it in place (A).
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 4. Add the Zippers
The zippers provided in the kit will be too long for most foredeck bags. If the zipper needs to be shortened, follow the steps in 4.1. Zipper stops can be created, or metal ones can be purchased. Zipper 

stops are not included in this kit. If the zipper is the correct length, skip to Step 4.2.

4.1 Shorten the Zipper (Optional)

 1. Unzip the zipper to separate it into two parts.

 2.  Position the starting side of the zipper 1 inch out from the center slit on the OUT side of the bag. Align the raw edge of the zipper with the 
raw edge of the fabric. Mark the zipper where the fabric ends (A).

 3. Zip the two sides of the zipper together and transfer the mark to the other half (B).

 4.  Unzip the zipper. Cut off the excess zipper using a hotknife (soldering gun or wood burning tool) to seal the edges and prevent fraying. If a 
hotknife is not available, cut off the excess zipper with scissors and pass a lighter over the zipper edge to seal. (C).

 5.  To secure the cut ends, fold a small piece of leftover Sunbrella® (D) over the zipper teeth and sew in place (E), or use a metal zipper stop 
and squeeze in place with pliers (F). Make sure the zipper slider is still on the zipper teeth before sewing the stop.
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4.2 Sew the Zippers

 1.  On the OUT side of the fabric, measure 1 inch out from the center slit and place the starter box at this point. Adhere basting tape to the 
back side of the zipper and baste the zipper to the raw edge of the fabric, aligning it with the zipper’s raw edge (F).

 2.  Using a straight stitch, sew with the presser foot right along the zipper teeth. Reverse at the beginning and end to lock the stitches in place. 
Repeat this process on the opposite side (G).

 3.  With the zipper teeth facing up, fold the fabric under, creating a hem, so that only a little bit of the zipper teeth are exposed over the 
fold. Baste the folded fabric in place with a strip of basting tape. Sew a straight stitch down the edge of the zipper tape, reversing at the 
beginning and end. Repeat this process on the opposite side (H).
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Instructions Title 2Foredeck Bag Kit Instructions 7

 5. Reinforce the Bag
5.1 Adding a Reinforcement Strip

 1.  Mark the diameter of the circle by folding the piece in half. Crease the fold and then lay the circle flat and strike a line through the center, 
marking the diameter.

 2.  Baste each long edge of a 3-inch-wide strip of Dacron® across the circle, centered on the diameter line. Sew two rows of straight stitches 
approximately 1/8 inch inside the long edges of the Dacron, reversing at the beginning and end to lock the stitches in place.

 3. Trim the ends of the Dacron to match the curvature of the circle (A).

A
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5.2 Adding the Webbing Loop

 1.  Cut a 12-inch length of 1-inch-wide tubular poly webbing. Fold the webbing in half widthwise to create a loop. Center the loop on the 
Dacron® strip.

 2.  The folded end of the webbing loop should protrude beyond the circle approximately 2 inches. Note that the webbing is not sandwiching 
the circle. Both layers of the webbing loop are on top of the Dacron strip. Baste the webbing loop in place.

 3.  Using a box-X stitch, sew the webbing loop to the Dacron strip. To sew a box-X stitch, sew straight stitches around all four sides of the 
webbing (creating a box shape) and then sew two diagonal lines from corner to corner, creating an “X” shape. Once the box-X stitch is 
complete, reverse sew to lock the stitches in place. (A).

A
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 6. Assemble the Bag
6.1 Attach the Bag Bottom

 1. Fold the bag fabric in half, so the IN side is facing out. Find and mark the OUT side center of the bag at the end opposite the zippers (A).

 2.  Unfold the fabric with the OUT side facing up. Match up the webbing loop with the center mark from the previous step. Position the circle so 
it is flush with the edge of the barrel and the loop of webbing is folded underneath the circle between the two pieces of fabric (B).

 3.  Using a straight stitch and starting at the webbing loop, sew the circle piece to the barrel about 1/2 inch in from the raw edge, reversing at 
the beginning and end. Keep the two edges flush while sewing by slowing rotating the circle as it is sewn. Sew up to the edge of Dacron 
reinforcement and stop; cut the thread (D).

 4.  Turn the assembly around and sew the second half of the circle piece to the barrel, again starting at the webbing loop and ending at the 
edge of the Dacron reinforcement. Reverse at the beginning and end to lock the stitches in place. 

Sewing 
Direction

Sewing 
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3"

6.2 Sew the Bag Side

 1.  After attaching the bottom of the barrel, and allowing for how much material is required to complete sewing the body to the end circle, there 
should be at least a 1-inch overlap of fabric (generally there is more). If there is overlap, remove it by trimming an even wedge of the excess 
off both barrel sides. The wedge usually tapers off from 1 inch at the bottom and ending near the center of the bag (E).

 2.  Measure 3 inches in from the zipper side of the bag and make a mark. Baste the two sides of fabric together, starting at this mark and 
working down toward the bottom of the bag (F).

 3.  Starting at the 3-inch mark, sew a row of straight stitches 1/2 inch from the edge of the barrel sides, down the entire length of the bag. This 
will ensure that you are sewing inward of the basting tape so the tape is not exposed when the bag is turned right side out. Reverse at the 
beginning and end to lock the stitches in place (G).

 4. Finish sewing around the bottom circumference of the bag to close up the gap left between the 2-inch marks (H).

 5. Turn the bag right side out.

 7. Loading the Bag
7.1 Load the Sail Into the Bag

 1.  Next time the headsail is doused, stuff the sail clew first into the foredeck bag while running the sheets forward to the bag’s opening. With 
the sail’s body in the bag and the luff snaps still attached to the forestay, pull the bag’s zippered edge beyond the snaps and the forestay. 
Zip the bag shut. The sail should be completely enclosed in the bag.

 2. Attach a halyard to the webbing loop at the bag’s aft end and secure the halyard to keep the bag off the deck.
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